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Abstract

This study aims to shed light on the human threat on the archeological and
the historical sites in the city of Bethlehem, identify the most important
dangers that contribute in damaging the archeological and historical sites
there, and figure out the resulting effects, in order to develop suitable
solutions. This study was based on many approaches and tools that
contributed to building its structure in terms of content. The most important
ones are the descriptive, the analytical, the historical, the quantitative
analytical, the behavioral approaches. It was mainly relied on fieldwork by
conducting interviews with the relevant authorities related to the subject of
the study, such as the Palestinian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities,
Bethlehem Municipality, and some private institutions. A questionnaire was
used as a tool to collect information, as 184 questionnaires were delivered on
a sample electronically, and as 290 questionnaires were delivered randomly
on a sample of the city’s residents in a field. The information and responses
were transcribed through the SPSS program and were processed using many
statistical tests. The field observations were used as a tool to observe some
individuals behaviors in how they deal with these sites. The Arc Map 10.5
program was used to design some maps related to those archaeological and

historical sites.

Moreover, this study is very important as it concluded many important
results, deductions and recommendations, which can be referred to in solving
problems and minimizing the effects related to the human practices on the
archaeological and the historical sites in the city of Bethlehem in particular, in
order to develop and improve these sites. One of the most important of these
results is that there is not enough awareness about the importance of
preserving the archaeological and the historical sites that were targeted in this

study by the citizens as a result of the lack of the reading culture, and the lack



of how to define and preserve those places by the family and the educational

system.

Moreover, the institutions concerned with preserving the archaeological
and the historical sites in the city do not have a scientific long-term strategic
plan for restoration, maintenance and preservation. In addition, some
archaeological and historical sites suffer from neglect and lack of promotion
by the governmental and the private institutions, whether intentionally or
unintentionally. As a result, those sites might be undervalued and gradually

vanish, and lose their valuable history.

The most important recommendations in this study are about creating an
integrated cooperative link between the government and the private
institutions based on building long-term policies in order to make sound
decisions about preserving the archaeological and the historical sites in the
region, as well as promoting continuous community participation and
informing citizens of their history in order to develop their connection to their

land and history that proves their existence and their story.
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